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SUSA: developing sustainable healthcare across
Europe

The University of Oulu, in collaboration with a consortium of leading
academic institutions, research centers, and industry stakeholders,
proudly announces the launch of the Sustainable Healthcare with Digi-
tal Health Data Competence (SUSA).

This transformative initiative aims to ad- Minna Isomursu, who has already built a long career
. . connecting technology and health, has started as a
dress the pressing need for advanced digital new professor in the profile area (Profi6) at the

University of Oulu. Her professorship is part of the

skills in healthcare, preparing professionals 6GESS research entity.

to navigate a rapidly digitizing landscape
and empowering them to leverage data for
sustainable healthcare solutions.

Image source: University of Oulu

SUSA is a massive project with 12,4 ME
budget in total. The consortium has 12
higher education institutions from 9 Eu-
ropean countries. The initiative is set to
deliver 46 revamped and integrated bache-
lor’s and master’s degree programs, com-
plemented by 16 modular learning oppor-
tunities for lifelong learning. These innova-
tive educational offerings are designed to
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produce 6558 graduates and upskill 660
professionals with specialized digital com-
petencies critical to advancing healthcare
practices across Europe.

"This is a pivotal moment for European
healthcare education,” muses Minna Iso-
mursu, SUSA’s project leader and professor
at the University of Oulu. "Through SUSA,
we are creating a workforce that can har-
ness digital health data to revolutionize
patient care, improve efficiency, and con-
tribute to a more sustainable and equitable
healthcare system. By integrating cutting-
edge technology and interdisciplinary col-
laboration into education, we are not just
preparing students for the future — we are
equipping them to shape it."

Recommended article

Sustainability in healthcare

The time when 'going green'in healthcare only referred to the colour of surgical
gowns are long past: reducing CO2 emissions, improving waste management and
saving energy are essential for modern hospitals. Keep reading to find out what
medical institutions can do to become more sustainable.

#collections  #sustainability

The SUSA educational framework addresses critical gaps in healthcare’s digital compe-
tencies by introducing innovative content on data, artificial intelligence (AI), cyberse-
curity, Internet of Things (IoT), sustainability, regulation and global health. These com-
petencies are embedded in the degree programs of participating universities, fostering
interdisciplinary collaboration and equipping students with real-world skills needed to
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work effectively in today’s healthcare settings. The curriculum also offers flexibility
through lifelong learning modules, targeting healthcare professionals seeking to update
their digital skills. Designed to accommodate diverse career paths, these modules en-
able medical professionals, care providers, and technical staff to integrate advanced
digital tools into their work, enhancing employability and supporting career growth.

A defining feature of the SUSA project is its

emphasis on collaboration with key stake- 1 Through the SUSA project, we
holders in the healthcare ecosystem. Part- are demonstrating the power of
ner organizations include hospitals, re- collaboration and education to
search institutes, and technology providers, drive meaningful change in health-
ensuring that students gain practical expe- care systems worldwide JJ

rience and exposure to real-world chal- Minna Isomursu

lenges. "Healthcare is evolving rapidly, and

so should its education system," professor

Minna Isomursu adds. "The integration of academic knowledge with industry expertise
ensures our graduates are not only skilled but also ready to lead in transforming
healthcare practices globally."

Funded by Digital Europe Programme, SUSA aligns closely with European Union goals,
including the European Green Deal and Digital Decade objectives, by promoting sus-
tainable healthcare solutions through advanced education. By training a generation of
professionals proficient in data-driven decision-making, the project supports long-term
policy objectives such as reducing environmental impact, improving resource efficien-
cy, and enhancing patient outcomes.

As the SUSA project launches, its first cohort of students and professionals will embark
on this transformative educational journey. Feedback from participants and ecosystem
partners will guide iterative improvements, ensuring the programs remain relevant and
impactful in the face of rapidly changing technological advancements. "This launch sig-
nifies the beginning of a bold journey to transform the European healthcare landscape,”
says Professor Isomursu. "Through the SUSA project, we are demonstrating the power
of collaboration and education to drive meaningful change in healthcare systems
worldwide."

SUSA represents a bold, pan-European collaboration involving 12 Higher Education In-
stitutions, including University of Oulu (Finland), Lapland University of Applied Sci-
ences (LUAS, Finland), Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH, Greece), University
of Seville (USE, Spain), University of £.6dZ (ULODZ, Poland), University College Dublin
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(UCD, Ireland), University of Limerick (UL, Ireland), Trinity College Dublin (TCD, Ire-
land), Middle East Technical University (METU, Tiirkiye), Slovak University of Technolo-
gy in Bratislava (STUBA, Slovakia), Erasmus University Medical Center (EMC, Nether-
lands), and University of Zagreb (UNIZG-FER, Croatia). Additionally, 5 SMEs integrate
the consortium, including Success Clinic (Finland), Gnomon Informatics (Greece), iCog-
nitus (Portugal), Skillnet (Ireland), Innovation through Health Data (Belgium), along
with a leading research center, Ruder Boskovi¢ Institute (RBI, Croatia), the National
Children’s Hospital (Ireland), DigitalEurope, and DigitalSME.

SUSA’s educational model will empower healthcare delivery with data-driven insights,
actively supporting the objectives of the European Green Deal. Project consortium is
committed to fostering a healthier European society, leveraging the power of education
to cultivate new generations to come.

SUSA has four main objectives:

1. Co-design and co-deliver a bespoke advanced digital skills education program integrated into 20
bachelor’s and 26 master’s degree programs and 16 related self-standing modules

2. Implement an innovative initiative to attract qualified teaching staff and students for SUSA education
offering

3. Upgrade digital infrastructures to support interoperability across HEIs for delivery of SUSA education
program

4. Ensure sustainability of SUSA education program through sustainable partnership and integration with
existing or emerging initiatives

Source: University of Oulu
10.01.2025

More on the subject: #cooperation (349) #digitisation (70) #education (563)
# sustainability (50)
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